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FOREIGN AND INSULAR. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Department of Public Health, New South Wales — Bubonic plague at Sydney — 

Weekly bulletin. 

For week ended Saturday, June 23, 1900, at midnight : Remaining 
under treatment, June 26, 1900, 76 ; admitted to hospital during week, 
6 ; died during week, nil ; remaining under treatment, June 23, 1900, 
68 ; total cases to June 23, 1900, 284 ; total deaths to June 23, 1900, 98 ; 
discharged recovered, 118 ; total contacts isolated to June 23, 1900, 1,586 ; 
total contacts remaining, 91 ; total cases among contacts, 7 ; total cases 
among Chinese, 10; total deaths among Chinese, 8. 

For week ended Saturday, June 30, 1900, at midnight : Eemaining 
under treat'ment June 23, 1900, 68 ; admitted to hospital during week, 
12 ; died during week, 3 ; remaining under treatment, 63 (June 30); 
total cases to June 30, 1900, 296 ; total deaths to June 30, 1900, 101 ; 
discharged recovered, 132; total contacts isolated, 1,686; total con- 
tacts remaining. 111 ; total cases among contacts, 7 ; total cases among 
Chinese, 10 ; total deaths among Chinese, 8. 

AUSTRIA. 

Plague and plague quarantine information collected by the Government for 
the two weeks ended July 19, 1900. 

Vienna, Austria, July 21, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit under same cover "Statement of 
the plague and .measures taken against it" in different countries for the 
periods ended July 12 and July 19. This information is collected by 
the Austrian Government, and I have had it translated. 

Respectfully, John F. Anderson, 

Assistant Surgeon U. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

77. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

[enclosure No. 1. — Forwarded by Asst. Surg. John F. Anderson, July 21, 1900.] 
State of the pest and measures against it for the period ended July 1$, 1900. 

Greece. — By royal decree of June 1 (14), of the present year, the rules for medical 
examination of ships coming to Greece from countries infected with bubonic plague 
have been regulated as follows : The prescribed medical visit to arrivals from pest- 
infected countries does not apply to ships which have made a voyage of twenty days 
with a physician on board, and a voyage of twenty-five days without a physician on 
board. Ships having a disinfecting apparatus on board are, after a voyage of fifteen 
days, allowed to ply at will, provided a declaration is given by the captain and the 
ship's surgeon that the effects of the passengers and crew were disinfected during the 
trip. These easier measures, however, apply only to such ships which, during the 
designated time of voyage, have put into no infected ports and not had any suspicious 
cases of illness on board, morever, carry no goods the importation of which into Greece 
is prohibited. 

Rouminia. — By circular edict of the sanitary office in Sulina of June 5 [181, No. 
254, supplementary to circulars Nos. 216 and 236, the Persian Gulf and the territory 
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along the Turkish-Persian border have been declared infected by bubonic plague. The 
prohibition as to the importation of certain articles mentioned among others in circular 
edict No. 236, such as wool, furs, cotton, rope, fruits, trees, vegetables, and conserves, 
was limited to arrivals from Egypt and Turkey. By circular edict of June 15 [28], No. 
288, the city of Trebizond was declared infected by the plague, a ten-days' quarantine 
ordered for everything originating there, and the importation of all articles and goods 
designated in circular edict No. 236 (a) coming from this city prohibited. 

Switzerland. — By Federal council decree of May 11 of the present year, there were 
declared as plague infected, Port Said, all the ports of the Red Sea, and Sydney, and 
by Federal council decree of June 5, the city of Alexandria. In reference to these places, 
the regulations of the decree of December 30, 1899, enforced by Federal council decree 
of January 19, 1900, on measures for protection against cholera and the plague, in so 
far as they concern means of transportation and the traffic of persons, luggage, and 
merchandise, are applied. In particular must the prescribed revision and possible 
necessity of disinfecting the luggage of travelers at this point of arrival take place in 
every case where the voyage has lasted longer than ten days, and consequently medical 
supervision of the traveler in question is no longer requisite. 

Turkey — The twenty-four hours watch of articles coming from Trebizond has been 
abolished. In Smyrna 12 cases in all of plague were observed since June 24. 

METHOD OF DISINFECTING THE CITY. 

Egypt. — In Alexandiia a case of plague again occurred on July 1. In Port Said, 
from June 21 to 24, of the present year, 3 cases of illness and 2 deaths from* plague 
were observed. 

The disinfection of the quarter of the city inhabited by natives is carried on by the 
Egyptian board of health in systematic and universal manner. In the quarter inhab- 
ited by Europeans it is limited to just those houses and their surroundings in which 
cases of plague have occurred, as objection was taken to a universal practice. For a 
practical accomplishment of the disinfection of the Arabian quarter, this is divided into 
two parts. To each part a disinfecting detachment of 150 men is assigned, commanded 
by a physician, who is likewise charged with the control of all suspicious cases of illness 
occurring in the part of the city allotted to him. Each disinfecting detachment is, in 
turn, arranged in 3 groups, namely, cleaners of sweepings and refuse, disinfectors, and 
whitewashers. The work is begun in the first house at the end of each street and con- 
tinued in one after another of the succeeding houses in the following manner : 

At first come the sweepers (parties of 3 men and 1 overseer) who have to gather all 
old rubbish, dirty rags, stuffs, linen, dresses, quilts, carpets, etc. Worthless articles 
are taken to the shore and there burned, such as may still be of use are placed aside 
and left for the coming disinfectors. The disinfectors (parties of 6 to 8 men) hereupon 
disinfect the cesspools, the walls, floors, ceilings, furniture, etc., by means of a spray of 
1-1000 sublimate solution with common salt. In houses where cases of plague have 
occurred, a sublimate solution of 2-1000 is used. The apparatus to produce the spray 
is similar to the peronospora syringes, and is carried on the backs of the disinfectors. 
The bundles of linen, etc., placed aside by the sweepers, are put into a barrel filled 
with sublimate solution brought by the disinfectors, while the more voluminous pieces, 
such as dresses, mattresses, etc., are taken in closed bags to the hospital and there sub- 
jected to sterilization in the steam disinfecting apparatus. As soon as the disinfectors 
have finished their work, the whitewashers enter into action. These are detailed into 
parties of 20 men under the supervision of a European, and whitewash all the walls 
and ceilings with chloride of lime. 

In spite of these comprehensive measures it has not yet succeeded in putting a stop 
to the epidemic ; indeed, cases are reported where disinfected places have become new 
seats of infection. The reason for this does not lie so much in the imperfection of the 
method of disinfection, as in the notorious uncleanliness of the Arabian population and 
the primitive architecture of Arabian houses ; these are, as a 1 rule, one to two story 
wooden shanties, without cesspools, and without special places of deposit for refuse, 
under the mainly defective floors of which the dirt gathers in masses, and the ceilings 
and walls of which are consequently permeated with organic substances. Under such 
circumstances it appears comprehensible that complete disinfection is scarcely possible. 
It is worthy of remark that, since beginning of the work and despite all the preventive 
measures rigidly watched over and enforced, 7 of the disinfectors have fallen ill of 
plague, and 2 of these succumbed to the pneumonic form of the disease. 

Arabia. — In Djiddah, a death from plague was reported on June 17, and a case of ill- 
ness on June 26. From Yambo there are no further reports of pest cases since June 14. 

a See above. 
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Morocco. — The sanitary council in Tangiers has declared the port of Rio de Janeiro as 
pest infected. 

Persia. — According to information from the Persian Government at Teheran, the pest 
in Djivanro is dying out. 

British India. — In Bombay, from June 11 to June 18, 126 cases of illness and 100 cases 
of death were set down to plague. In Calcutta, during the time from May 6 to May 12, 
178 cases of illness and 170 cases of death occurred. In Karachi, from May 11 to May 
17, 96 cases of death. 

Cape Colony. — From Cape City it is reported that all the persons who fell sick of the 
plague on board of the English steamer Kilburn which arrived there from Argentina at 
the beginning of March, and who were isolated at the quarantine station Soldanha Bai, 
are now discharged as cured. No other case of plague has occurred in Cape Colony. 

Brazil. — In Rio de Janeiro, from May 30 to June 5, 40 cases of illness and 10 deaths 
were noted from plague. Since the reappearance of the epidemic 100 cases of illness and 
22 deaths were ascribed to plague. 

[Inclosure No. 2.— Forwarded by Asst. Surg. John F. Anderson July 21, 1900.1 
State of the pest for period ended July 19, 1900. 

Bulgaria. — By circular edict of the royal Bulgarian ministry of the interior of June 
21 (July 3) of the present year, Portugal was declared as infected by the plague from 
date of June 10 (23). 

Denmark. — The decree of the royal ministry of justice of June 26, 1900, declares the 
port of Smyrna to be infected by the plague! 

Greece. — A ten flays' quarantine has been ordered for all arrivals from Trebizond. 

Portugal. — In Oporto, according to official information from the royal Portuguese 
Government, dated July 1, 1900, no further case of plague has occurred since June 18, 
and this city is therefore to be designated as free from the pest. 

Roumania. — The royal Roumanian Government has declared as plague infected : 
British India, Beloochistan, Afghanistan, the Turkish-Persian border, all of Arabia 
and Egypt (coast territory of the Red Sea, the Suez Canal, together with Port Said and 
Alexandria) . 

Arrivals from India, Beloochistan, Afghanistan, and the Turkish-Persian border must 
undergo a six-days' quarantine in Sulina ; all other ports are closed to them. From 
the last-named districts the importation of.the following wares is prohibited : (a) Used 
linen, worn dresses, used bedding ; (6) linen and woolen rags, even though hydrauli- 
cally pressed and packed in bales ; (c) old sacks, carpets, used embroideries ; (d) un- 
dressed, raw, and undried hides; (e) fr«sh animal products, such as bones, claws, 
hoofs, bladders, guts in raw, undried, and unsalted condition, animal hair, animal 
hides, and human hair. Arrivals from the Turkish-Persian border districts, from the 
Arabian coast, from Egypt, Trebizond, and Smyrna must, on the other hand, undergo 
a ten-days' quarantine in Sulina, and besides the above-mentioned wares the importa- 
tion from these districts of furs, rope, fruits, vegetables, and conserves is prohibited. 

Switzerland. — By Federal council decree of June 25. 1900, the city and port of Smyrna 
was declared as plague infected. In reference to this district, the regulations of the 
decree resolved on by the Federal council December 30, 1899, and enforced January 
19, 1900, concerning the supervision of travelers at the point of arrival, and the trans- 
portation of merchandise and baggage, go into effect. 

Turkey. — In Smyrna, from June 23 to June 28, 1900, 4 cases of illness from the 
plague, and on July 1 a further case, were noted. Hitherto 14 cases of illness in all, 
among these 5 with fatal issue, were observed. In Milas, a city three hours' distant from 
the port of Kulluk and situated in the southern part of the Vilajets Aidin, a suspicious 
case of illness was observed in a 7-year-old child. The bacteriologist exposed in Smyrna 
was sent to Milas by the chief sanitary council for examination of this case. 

Egypt. — From Alexandria no further case of plague has been reported since July 1. 
In Port Said, from June 26 to July 1, 1900, 6 cases of illness from the plague were 
observed. Since start of the epidemic up to June 28, 1900, 86 persons fell sick of the 
plague ; of these, 31 recovered and 35 died, while 20 still remained under treatment. 

Arabia. — In Djiddah, from June 24 to June 28, 1900, only 1 more death occurred ; 
in Aden, from June 6 to June 26, 12 cases of illness and as many deaths from plague 
were shown. 

British India. — In Calcutta, during the week from May 20 to May 26, 143 cases of 
illness and 135 deaths were reported. In Karachi no further cases of plague are said 
to have occurred from May 25 to May 31. 

Siam. — The Royal Siamese Government has erected a quarantine station on the island 
of Koh-Phair and ordered a nine-days' quarantine for ships coming from Hongkong, 
Manila, and the island of Hainan. 
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Indo-China. — The authorities of the French colony Indo-China have, till farther 
notice, forbidden all immigration of Chinese, as well as the importation of the following 
articles from Hongkong : All articles of giain, flour, meat, and conserves, farther rags, 
cotton textures, old dresses, bed linen, as well as all other merchandise and objects 
which were manufactured in Hongkong, or at least originated there 

OPPOSITION TO THE HAFFKINB PROPHYLACTIC. 

Hongkong. — During the week from May 19 to 25, 89 cases of illness and 82 of 
deaths were noted, and during the following week ended June 1, 81 cases of illness 
and 75 of deaths. The sanitary board of Hongkong has resolved, in view of the resist- 
ance of the population, to revoke the measure of vaccinating the inhabitants of pest- 
infected houses with Haffkine's lymph, but ordered, on the other hand, that the 
Chinese houses be newly whitewashed annually, and the extermination of rats be 
continued. From January 16 to May 9, 1900, about 14,000 rats were killed in various 
parts of the city quarter Victoria. For every dead rat a reward of 2 cents is fixed. 

According to communications from Hongkong the plague epidemic in Macao, Canton, 
and Haikan, on the island of Kainan, continues unabated. 

Japan. — In Osaka the epidemic slowly but steadily increases. In other cities of 
Japan, also, several cases of plague have already occurred, thus 4 cases in Shizuoka and 
1 in Nagasaki. In all, 30 cases of plague have been proven in Japan since May 26, and 
all of them with fatal issue. No case of plague has yet occurred in Yokohama. Several 
persons have, indeed, died under suspicious circumstances, but the necropses by the 
sanitary police of these bodies showed another cause of death in every case. 

Australia. — The pest epidemic in Sydney has not materially increased. According 
to the latest weekly epidemic report for the time from May 19 to 26, 1900, 100 cases of 
plague were under treatment in Sydney and suburbs on May 19 ; during this week 7 
were taken to the hospital and 6 died ; hence on May 26, 82 persons still remained 
under treatment. Since the start ol the epidemic, that is, from January 29 to June 3, 
264 cases of illness and 94 deaths are said to have occurred of plague in Sydney. In 
the colony of Queensland several cases of plague were also recently noted. 

Brazil. — In Rio de Janeiro, from June 13 to 19, 1900, 20 cases of illness and 17 
deaths from plague were shown. 

Argentina. — The Argentine Government, by decree of June 5, 1900, declared the 

entire territory of the Republic free from plague since the last case of occurred 

on May 11, 1900, and hence the epidemic is to be considered as ended. 



